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Dear Waters Landing Families:
I hope that the school year is off to a good start for everyone. We have already reached the midway point of the first
marking period. October is certainly a busy month! This month has been declared National Disabilities Awareness
Month, Maryland Family Engagement Month, and Hispanic Heritage Month. The last day of the first marking period
is on November 9th. Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for November 10th and 17th. If you haven’t had the
opportunity to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher, please know that you will soon be contacted to set up
a conference. If at any time you have a question, please email or call your child’s teacher. Email addresses can be
found on our website under “Staff Directory”.
It was great to see so many families at our PTA Back-to-School Nights and at our Back-to-School Picnic. Wednesday, Oct.4 is the annual Walk to School Day. We hope to see many families take advantage of the opportunity to
walk to school. MCPS also has designated Monday, Oct. 9th as a day for schools to hold open houses. This is a great
opportunity for parents to observe their children in the classroom, learn more about the school’s programs and meet
school staff. Come visit your child’s classroom between 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
We are focusing on encouraging “Dolphin Pride” in our students and staff. September’s focus was “Respect”. We
talked about respecting our school, ourselves and others. October’s focus is “Responsibility”. In our cafeteria students are earning Golden Dolphins for being respectful, responsible, and safe. Each week, the grade level with the
most Golden Dolphins will earn the Golden Spoon Award for their grade level. Please encourage students to work
with their class to earn a Golden Dolphin.
Please make certain you have updated all student emergency information and returned the parent/child re-unification
form. It is important that we have your contact information on file.
Thank you for everything you do for your children and Waters Landing Elementary School!
Sincerely,
Ms. Srelyne A. Harris, Principal

Mrs. Chris Troffkin, Assistant Principal

From the PTA President,
Dear WLES Families,
I hope that your children are enjoying the school year so far. Thank you to those of you who have joined the PTA!
We have still not reached our membership goal for the year, so if you have not joined yet, please consider joining
now. The membership costs $10 for every adult who joins. As a reward for joining, you get a car magnet and a digital copy of the school directory. The class that has the highest percentage of membership, by October 6, will receive
a pizza party! You can find membership forms at the PTA table outside of the school office or on the PTA website at
www.waterslandingpta.com.
This month we will be holding the Scholastic Book Fair September 29-October 6 in the media center. Children
will be visiting the book fair during school. We will host family nights on Tuesday, October 3 and Thursday, October 5 from 6:00-8:00 pm- please come by and join us! All of the proceeds from our fall book fair go directly back to
the school. See attached flyer or visit our website for more information.
Our next PTA meeting will be an Open House during the book fair family night on Tuesday, Oct. 3. The Open
House will be 6:00-8:00 pm in the computer lab next to the media center. Stop by and see all of the great things that
the PTA does for our school and find out how you can get involved.
The PTA will also host Donuts with Dudes on Friday, October 6 from 8:45-9:10 am in the school’s all-purpose
room. Students are encouraged to bring a male role model to school for a tasty treat. Families can check out the
book fair and walk their students to class. An RSVP is required to sherischully@gmail.com by 10/4/17 to make sure
that we have enough food for everyone attending.
We are looking forward to another amazing year and hope to get many more of you involved with the PTA and assisting with our mission to enrich and enhance the opportunities for the children of WLES. If you have any questions
or would like to share some of your ideas and thoughts, please feel free to contact me.
Thank you,
Sheri Schully
Waters Landing Elementary School PTA President, 2017-2018
Proud mother of Madeleine (4th grade), and Corinne (1st grade)
sherischully@gmail.com
Waters Landing Elementary School PTA Membership
A few good reasons to be involved in the PTA
♦

We make a difference. Our mission is to help create a school where teachers, parents, and administrators come
together to help all WLES children. We provide support for teachers in and out of the classroom and help create
growth opportunities for all WLES children.

♦

We pledge to honor your time constraints. People are often reluctant to participate because they are afraid they
will get pulled into a black hole of never-ending time commitment. We will not push you to commit more than
you want to or are able to. An hour or two a semester really makes a difference.

♦

We have fun. We accomplish a lot, and not everything we do is easy. We do not take ourselves too seriously,
and we try to enjoy ourselves.

♦

Meet nice people who share your concerns. We all have a common bond- we care about creating the best possible educational experience for our children. Many friendships have developed as a result of those connections.

Keep up to date with what’s going on at WLES
Like and Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/WLESPTA/?fref=ts
Visit our website - www.waterslandingpta.com

Reminders of ways you can support Waters Landing ES and the PTA

Amazon supports local schools through it’s charity site simply go to https://smile.amazon.com/ and sign in with your
amazon log in information. Go to our website under the rewards tab for more information and instructions.

Shop for discounted fun activities and also get $5.00 of your purchase and $5.00 will also go to WLES. Go to
www.certikid.com and sign in or sign up. Enter code WLPTA and you’re all set!

Register your giant grocery store card and support WLES ES when you shop. Visit the PTA rewards tab on our website at www.waterslandingpta.com for more information.

Complete a designation form at the store or visit https://www.harristeeter.com/together-in-education#/app/cms to
link your card to WLES.

Complete a designation form at the store or visit http://www.escrip.com/Visit the PTA rewards tab on our website at
www.waterslandingpta.com for more information.

Dear WLES Parents and Guardians,
It’s hard to believe we are already in the month of October! This is an exciting month because
Reading Specialist, Mrs. Chambers and Media Specialist, Mrs. Zygmunt are beginning two new
reading incentives.
The first is called BOOK IT! Each month your child will receive a reading goal. When the goal is
completed for each month – October - March, your child will earn a certificate for a free personal
pan pizza from Pizza Hut. In addition, three classrooms with the most hours read (at the end of the
Book It) will receive a pizza party. Finally, the class with the most hours read at the end of each
month will receive an extra visit to the library for book exchange. Superfun!
The second incentive is called THE BOOK CAFÉ. Interested students will sign up to come to the
library during lunchtime to eat, enjoy book talks, book exploration, and a read aloud. Each grade
level will be assigned a month and a choice of 1 of two sessions to attend. More information about
each reading incentive will come home in a Friday Folder.
Our goal is to promote more independent reading for pleasure and learning. Thank you for encouraging your student to keep track of time spent reading and helping to send in the reading time sheet
at the end of each month. Again, more information will be sent home. Take care!
Mrs. Zygmunt, Media Specialist

and

Mrs. Chambers, Reading Specialist

COUNSELOR’S CORNER- MS LAURENO
Special information for fifth grade parents: Middle School Magnet programs are now ready for your applications. There are two magnet program options.
One is for a highly gifted magnet at Roberto Clemente MS; the other is a Magnet Consortium program, offering specialized programs in three different areas.
All the details are online for Clemente at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/clementems/
upcountycenter/faq.aspx
For information on the Magnet Consortium online, go to: https://montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/msmagnet/
about/faq.aspx
Here is a quick review of these options for your consideration:
Roberto Clemente offers both a Mathematics, Science and Computer Science Program and a Humanities and
Communication Program.
These programs are designed to service interdisciplinary instruction for highly able students. Special emphasis is
placed on longer-term projects that require students to think critically about a given subject matter.
Each of the two programs at Clemente serve up to 50 students per grade level that would not normally attend
Clemente MS. Students who live within nine up-county high school clusters are eligible to apply.
Applications are available online or from our school. This is a very competitive program. MCPS Bus transportation
will be offered to students. Students and parents fill out the application packet and submit the completed application
directly to Roberto Clemente MS.
Students need to provide the counselor with the Counselor Data Collection Form and they need to give two teachers
the recommendation request forms. Students may apply to both programs. If accepted, they can only enroll in one
program.
The Clemente magnet program applicants are screened for selection using four tests. Two tests, once for reasoning
ability and one for reading comprehension are given to all students. For students applying to the math and science
magnet, a mathematical computation test will be given. For students applying to the Humanities and Communication program, a writing test will be given. A test preparation booklet is available at elementary schools or on-line
that helps students get accustomed to the types of questions asked.
Testing dates can be adjusted for those students who have an IEP or 504 plan, or sick or out of town on the date of
testing.
Students will be notified in Feb. if they have been accepted or are on a waiting list for magnet program admission.
There will be opportunities for parents to attend a workshop with further information regarding the magnet program. These dates have not yet been released, but will be soon on-line.
Should you have any questions about applying to this magnet program, please feel free to give me a call.
Karen Laureno, Counselor 240-740-1020
Karen_j_laureno@mcpsmd.org I am happy to assist students in any possible in helping with the application process.
HOLIDAY BASKETS FOR THANKSGIVING AND WINTER HOLIDAYS IN DECEMBER!
This holiday assistance will be available this year for those families who refer themselves to WLES.
If you are interested in receiving help this holiday season, please contact Mrs. Laureno, Counselor 240-740-1020 or
by email Karen_j_laureno@mcpsmd.org
You will be receiving an application once we hear from you. The deadline to submit the application for Thanksgiving is early this year, October 15. Please let us know ASAP should you want to apply.
Thank you.

ATTENTION; FIFTH GRADE PARENTS
ROBERTO CLEMENTE MIDDLE SCHOOL KEY MAGNET PROGRAM INFORMATION WITH
DATES! Two options:
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND COMPUTER SCIENCE PROGRAM HUMANITIES AND COMMUNICATION PROGRAM
Deadline to apply is November 3, 2017. Get those applications in on time! The deadline is finite.
Application and test preparation materials are available at www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/special programs/
Testing for Clemente Magnet will take place on January 6, 2018. Parent Evening Information Meeting will take
place at Roberto Clemente MS on Oct. 12, 7:00 pm.
MIDDLE SCHOOL CONSORTIUM (MSMC) KEY FEATURES ARGYLE MAGNET M.S. FOR DIGITAL
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT MARIO LOIEDERMAN MAGNET M.S. FOR CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS PARKLAND MAGNET M.S.FOR AEROSPACE TECHNOLOGY
Interested students from Waters Landing ES may participate in the MSMC Choice Process by submitting their
choices online. The online Choice Form can be accessed after the MCPS Grade 5 student logs onto their MCPS
Google Gmail account and goes to http:/bit.ly/choicemsmc on or before Nov. 3, 3017. The parent information meetings are being held at 7:00 pm:
• Argyle MS Open House Oct. 11
• Loiederman MS Open House Oct. 18
• Parkland MS Open House Oct. 25
For more information about these programs, please contact Emily Tien at 240-740-2551 or 240-740-2540
CHARACTER EDUCATION THEME OF THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER: RESPECT
We are proud to announce those students who were chosen by their peers for demonstrating exemplary respect to all.
These student’s name will be appearing on the bulletin board outside the cafeteria. We are so proud of them. Please
congratulate them on this special recognition.
KINDERGARTEN: PAIGE GORDON, NEHEMIAH CUZZOLINO-BRIGHT, AMY MONROY, MICHAEL
BATUYONG, WILLIAM JUNIOR, NANDO ORDIALES, NOAH MCPHATTER, AURA TROTMAN,
VIVIAN WENEK, FRANK MONTOYA
FIRST GRADE: ALYSSA CHIN, SALIM SIDIKOU, STERLING KATOSKI, VALERIE SAAVEDRA,
NASIR ASHRAF, HUNTER BOONE, RACHEL AXUME, JOSE GARCIA VASQUEZ, IRVIN MORATAYA
BENAVIDEZ, ALEJANDRO GOMEZ, MASON GENOVEZ, AUBREY SWEENEY, GADIN TETTEH,
ALISSON ELIAS, VALERIA CISNEROS
SECOND GRADE: ALYSON MONROY, JENCARLOS RAMIREZ, MAHNOOR KAMRAN, LEVI FERRER, TRINITY TROTMAN, ELIZABETH PARK, CHLOE SCALES, CHASE PARSONS, ANNETT CERVANTES, NICOLAS BECERRA, SAANVI SHUKLA ANTHONY ARIAS, MAWUSSE EKLOU, CALLEBE
ARAUJO
THIRD GRADE: TEAGAN MAINES, NICO CALVO, JEFF MARTINEZ, SEARI MARTIN, NEVEAH GAOULOU, ELLIOTT AVALOS, CHRISTOPHER AVILA, KALISTA KATOSKI, GABRIEL HERRERA-SORTO,
YAILYN RAMOS
FOURTH GRADE: VICTORIA SAAVEDRA, NYEHRA EDWARDS-MOYE, MARK BRISENO, HELEN GARCIA, AVA WALLS, JOSH QUINTO, DESTINY MARTIN, PHOENIX HYBL, ANDY PARK, LIZBETH PERDOMO
FIFTH GRADE: CLAIRE HIGGINS, CHRISTOPHER UZWIAK, VERONICA JANDRES, JULIAN DELEON, THOMAS BANGURA, ANDREW MCDONALD, BRITTANY SMITH, MATIAS VARGAS
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