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Dear Waters Landing Families:
Our Book Fair, Donuts with Dudes and Open House in October were all a huge success. Thanks go out to PTA volunteers for the hours you
volunteered to ensure everyone had an enjoyable experience! Thank you to all of the shoppers and parents who supported these events and
fundraiser! We were delighted to see so many families come in for our October Open House. Please make certain you continue to visit and
engage in your child’s learning experience.
The first quarter will end on November 9th and parent/teacher conferences are quickly approaching on November 10th and 17th. Please contact your child’s teacher to schedule a conference if you have not had the opportunity to do so. It is very important to maintain an open line
of communication with your child’s teacher. You can reach the teacher by sending a note, email, or phone call. Sometimes that is all it takes
to help understand or to answer a question. All staff email addresses are listed on the school website.
Our students are off to a great start. During September and October students participated in the Fall Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)
assessments. Students in grades K-2 were assessed in math ONLY. Students in grades 3 through 5 were assessed in reading and math. Additionally, students in grades K-2 were assessed in reading using the MCPS Primary Reading Assessment. Our goal is to have each student
at the 50th percentile by the end of the Spring MAP Assessment window. The grade level benchmarks for reading are noted below for each
grade level, as well as the Math benchmarks for the MAP assessments. During parent/teacher conferences, please review this data with
your child’s teacher to discuss strategies for continued growth.

We have multiple early release/half days during the month of November for report card preparation, parent/teacher conferences, and the
holiday: November 9th, 10th, 17th, and 22nd. Please note that the dismissal time for students on half days is 1:20 p.m.
November is always associated with cooler weather, beautiful multi-colored leaves and being thankful for family and friends. We have so
much to be thankful for at Waters Landing Elementary School. We have fabulous volunteers who unselfishly give their time and talents to
our school. We have amazing staff members who go above and beyond every day to ensure all of our students are safe, learning, growing,
and happy to be at school. We also have the best students, parents, and families in Montgomery County! Thank you for everything you do
for our children and Waters Landing ES!

Sincerely,
Ms. Srelyne A. Harris, Principal

Mrs. Chris Troffkin, Assistant Principal

From the PTA President,
Dear WLES Families,
Thank you to those of you who have joined the PTA! We have had a great membership drive the first two months of
school. Haven’t joined yet? It’s not too late- you can find membership forms attached to this newsletter, at the PTA
table outside of the school office or on the PTA website at www.waterslandingpta.com.
Thanks to all of the great male role models that came out for Donuts the Dudes. We counted over 300 attendees
(including students) at the event- a record! The PTA would like to thank Krispy Kreme in Rockville and Wegmans
in Germantown for the in-kind donations. Stay tuned because in the spring we will host an event to highlight the female role models in our students’ lives.
We would also like to acknowledge all of the support that we got for our Fall Book Fair. Through your support, we
were able to get around $4,000 back for Mrs. Z to spend on the school!
On Monday, November 20, the PTA will host one of the teachers favorite days: PIE DAY. We host this day every
year on the Monday before Thanksgiving. It’s a really great way to say THANK YOU to all of our wonderful WELS
staff. Please look for a flyer about how you can participate.
Our next PTA meeting will be Tuesday, November 7 at 7:00 PM in the school library. We are looking forward to
another amazing year and hope to get many more of you involved with the PTA and assisting with our mission to
enrich and enhance the social and educational opportunities for the children of WLES.
If you have any questions or would like to share some of your ideas and thoughts, please feel free to contact me.
Thank you,
Sheri Schully
Waters Landing Elementary School PTA President, 2017-2018
Proud mother of Madeleine (4th grade), and Corinne (1st grade)
Email: sherischully@gmail.com

The PTA will host a "Pie Day" for the wonderful staff at WLES.
This is a small way for us to say "Thank You" to the staff. If you would like to
provide a dessert, please sign up below and list the type of dessert. Desserts can be
dropped off at the front desk the morning of Monday, November 20, 2017.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094aa4a828a57-pieday

“Thank you to our volunteers for helping to make the October book fair the most successful to date!
Thank you to the following volunteers: Ronny Brokenborough, Dave Brown, Vivian Brown, Chantee Dancik, Danielle Deaver (BF co-chair), Chantal Falade, Moriah Ferullo, Jeanell Freeman, Janey Garcia, Tracey German, Semira
Gonna, Rosi Guerrero, Alicia Harrelson, Diana Hernandez (BF co-chair), Donna Iadicola, Mark Iadicola, Krissi Jupin, Kelli Keith, Andie Lozouski, Guzel Mardeeva, Jennifer McKnight, Marcia Noble, Kelly Parsons, Judy Roldan,
Dara Santa, Kevin Schully, Sheri Schully, Moleena Veasie and our amazing Media Specialist, Mrs. Z!"
Thank you,
Kathy McDonald, Book Fair Co-chair”
Thank you everyone who sent in Box Tops for our fall collection contest. With your help we collected almost 3000 Box Tops which makes almost $300 for our school. Contest winners will be
announced this week at school. Make sure to keep collecting and help us reach our goal. We will
announce our next contest soon.
For more information please visit: http://www.boxtops4education.com or contact our Box Tops Coordinator
at wlesboxtopscoordinator@gmail.com

Media Center News
Dear Parents and Guardians,
It’s hard to believe it is already November!
Many students have visited the media center for book exchange and information literacy lessons. Be sure to ask your
child if they have any books that are overdue. If so, please help your child to locate the book, or pay for the lost
book. Overdue slips will be sent home with report cards. Please don’t forget about the wonderful online resources
and online books we have available to all students and families. Website information and passwords are included at
the end of the PTA newsletter. MCPS is implementing a new curriculum to help teach students about Digital Literacy. Today's media and technology present many challenges as well as opportunities from text messaging and using
social media to online gaming and call for new ways to raise conscientious digital citizens. We want to connect kids
and families to everything needed to talk about computer use and online identity. There is a link to the Common
Sense Media website on the WLES website. You will find information about how to start a conversation with your
child about their use of online resources. There are also many tools for parents as well. One of the most helpful is a
review section for resources such as: movies, games, apps, websites and more. Here you can find detailed information about the digital resource your child may be about to access. You can decide if the resource is appropriate for
your child. Link:https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
This year, all students in grades 3, 4, and 5 will have 3 lessons on digital citizenship. Topics include: Information
Literacy, Privacy and Security, and Giving Credit and Copyright. Next year, grades K, 1, and 2 will also have digital citizenship lessons. If you would like to read more about the lessons students will have, you can access them
here: https://www.commonsense.org/education/scope-and-sequence simply choose the grade level you would like to
see and follow the links.
Finally, more information will be given about Common Sense Media at PTA meetings. If you have any questions
regarding Common Sense Media or Digital Citizenship please don’t hesitate to email
me: mary_a_zygmunt@mcpsmd.org or call the school: 240-740-1020. Continue to encourage your child to keep
reading for BOOK IT! It will be so much fun to hand out the first free pizza certificates to the students. Thank you
for your interest in reading and helping your child to become a better reader!
Sincerely, Media Staff: Mary Zygmunt and Lisa Mitchel
CONSOLERS CORNER
Honoring Our Most Responsible Students!
We are proud to announce the names of the students who demonstrated exemplary responsibility during the month
of October. Two students were chosen by their classmates for this honor. We are proud of each and every one of
you!
Kindergarten: Leilani Her r er a Baskins, Iker Cruz Marquez, Kevin Doan, Genesis Morataya, Katie Uzwiak, William Junior, Isaiah Owens, Kendal McAllister, Guadalupe Espinosa Perez, Connor Wasson, Charles Chen, Breeze
Quinn
First Grade: J oshua Walter , Amanda Ger man, Catherine Trevor, Stephen Castillo, Sophia Snowden, Valeria Cisneros, Yousra Murtaza, Mackenzie Springer, Ayva Wallace, Bella Arnold, Khloe Trone, Evan McLean, Gabby
Phillips, Geovany Ramos
Second Grade: Giovanni Llanos, Kimberly Argueta, Athony Huerta, Esteffani Hernandez Nolaso, Cathlynn
Geese, Daniel Evissou, Reece Parsons, Kaila Mensah, Elianna Mitchell, Joshua Oh, Parris Arthur, Josiah Jones Ingram, Hazel Dominguez, Peyton Collard
Third Grade: Irina Ranavoarison, Matthew Uzwiak, Zion Johnson, Brook Boone, Abby Zambrana, Samuel
Karalasingham, Kalista Katoski, Ian Bradbury, Nate Williams, Amy Zambrana
Fourth Grade: Kennedy Alfaro Bright, Alio Sidokou, Marie Liseth Coreas Teruel, Darron Asiedu, Lume
Ebhomielen, Emily Arboleda, Jaden Proctor, Jade Williams, Libia Perdomo, Jayden Jennings
Fifth Grade: Dominic Ter r y, Faith Manneh, Mia Or tega, J acob Gar cia, Isaiah Br ewster , Lojain Alaalla, Kell
Maglo, Tai’Yauna Edwards-Moyes

COUNSELOR’S CORNER – MS. LAURENO
We have wonderful new staff members this year bringing fresh ideas and kind spirits to Waters Landing.
Each month we will feature two of them, ably interviewed by our students.
This month Emerson Figueroa and Alex Lozouski, fifth graders, interviewed two new fourth grade teachers: Mr.
Kevin Sandell and Ms. Emily Obendorfer
GETTING TO KNOW YOU - MR. SANDELL
Favorite type of music: Pop
My family is from Maryland and our favorite holiday is Christmas, which we spend with friends and family.
I would love to travel to Europe to see ancient ruins.
My favorite vacation spot I visited was Macchu Picchu in Peru.
I was born on August 18. My favorite way to celebrate my birthday is attending a Pittsburgh Pirates baseball game.
I really liked the Star Wars movie.
I love to cook and enjoy reading cook books.
If I were an animal, I would like to be a cheetah because they run really fast.
One thing I would change about our school is provide morning coffee and doughnuts.
My favorite sports I like to play are basketball and baseball.
When I am not in school, my favorite thing to do is play with my daughters.
If I was granted one wish, I would wish I could fly!
GETTING TO KNOW YOU - MS. OBENDORFER
Favorite type of music: Rap music
My family is from Maryland. We love celebrating Easter and Christmas together, eating and spending time with
each other.
I would love to travel all over Europe because it looks so beautiful in all the pictures.
My favorite place I have visited is Smith Mountain Lake in Virginia.
I was born November 4 in Gaithersburg, MD. We love to go out for Mexican food with friends and family to celebrate my birthday.
I enjoy movies which are musicals. I like to sing along with the songs.
My favorite book is “Wonder.” I like the important message it sends.
If I could be an animal, I would choose to be a cat because cats are just awesome!
I really love Pajama Days at our school.
I enjoy playing soccer and going shopping in my free time. I also like to eat at new restaurants.
If I had one wish, I would like to be invisible!
Reminders of ways you can support Waters Landing ES and the PTA
Register your giant grocery store card and support WLES ES when you shop. Visit the PTA rewards tab
on our website at www.waterslandingpta.com for more information.
Complete a designation form at the store or visit https://www.harristeeter.com/
together-in-education#/app/cms to link your card to WLES.
Complete a designation form at the store or visit http://www.escrip.com/Visit the
PTA rewards tab on our website at www.waterslandingpta.com for more information.
Shop for discounted fun activities and also get $5.00 of your purchase of $30 or
more and $5.00 will also go to WLES. Go to www.certikid.com and sign in or sign
up. Enter code WLPTA and you’re all set!

COUNSELOR’S CORNER – MS. LAURENO
This past month we have been focusing on the character trait of responsibility. A person of character meets the demands of what is expected of them. They are accountable for their actions. They pursue excellence.
Most importantly, they exercise self-control and resolve conflicts peacefully and fairly.
When speaking with your children about responsibility, ask them the following questions:
 Do you persevere in your duties? (classwork, homework, helping out at home)
 Do you work hard?
 Do you feel a sense of pride in your work?
 Talk with your children about how self-control affects one’s success. Ask them:
 Do you set realistic goals?
 Do you keep a positive attitude, even when things are difficult?
 Are you careful to take care of your health?
 Do you plan for things and do first things first? (prioritize)
 Do you act out of reason, instead of losing your temper and acting out of revenge or fear?
 Do you know the difference between what you have a right to do what is right to do?
 Are you self-reliant? Do you think for yourself and make good choices?
It is better to ask questions, giving children a chance to reflect on their thoughts and actions and habits, rather than
parents lecturing their children.
It is less threatening to a child to ask them a question, then to judge them and comment on their behavior.
Rather than criticize a child with a sweeping remark about them, comment about the specific action they took and
ask them what they think needs to be done now. Ask them what they were thinking about at the time. Ask them who
has been affected by what has happened? What do they need to do to make things right? We are training children to
be responsible as this character trait is essential to success in all realms of life.
Fifth Grade Parents:
Magnet Program Applications are due to Clemente by Nov. 3. Please make sure to meet that deadline!
Holiday Giving Project:
There is still time to apply for a December holiday gift basket, which includes a gift card to a local grocery store, as
well as gifts for the children under 17.
Please contact Karen Laureno, Loren Felsher or Nan Iuculano for an application.
Red Ribbon Week:
We held a poster contest for students in Grades 3-5 which are now decorating our first floor hallway outside of the
Media Center. The students really did an amazing, creative job demonstrating their knowledge of the importance of
staying drug-free and bully-free. Each student who participated received an item in appreciation of their participation. Cathy Stephis, art teacher, took a lead role in bringing this contest to fruition. Thank you, Ms. Stephis!
Our judges were Ms. Stephis, Mr. Plant, Ms. Laydon, Ms. Troffkin, Ms. Zygmunt and Ms. Laureno.
The judging was based on creativity, artistic design, and messaging. And the winners are: (in order)
 First Place: Mia Gonzalez, McKinzie Gray, Michelle Espinoza.
 Second Place: Maddie Schully and Thomas Bangura.
 Third Place: Stella Ward
 Fourth Place: Emerson Figueroa
 Fifth Place: Alex Lozouski
 Sixth Place: Irina Ranaivoarison
 Seventh Place: Isabella Rincon-Noble
 Eighth Place: Daniel Boamah
 Ninth Place: Angela Rodriguez
 Tenth Place: Kennedy Brokenborough, Kell Maglo and Kayla Maglo
These students received games as prizes that were well deserved!
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Contact Information
Parent/Guardian 1
(Membership $10)
Email Address
Cell Phone

Home Phone
Parent/Guardian 2
(Membership $10)
Email Address

Cell Phone

Home Phone
Street Address (optional)
Child #1 Name/ Grade/ Teacher
Child #2 Name/ Grade/ Teacher
Child #3 Name/ Grade/ Teacher

Membership Amount: $

Additional Donation (optional): $

Total Amount: $

Please make checks payable to WLES PTA

Volunteer Availability (Please check all that apply)
 Before School

 During School

 After School

 Evenings

 From Home

Connect with us!

http://waterslandingpta.com/

Waters Landing (WLES) PTA

@WatersLanding

Información del Contacto
Padre/guarda 1
(Calidad de miembro $10)
Email Address
Teléfono de la célula

Teléfono casero
Padre/guarda 2
(Calidad de miembro $10)
Email Address

Teléfono de la célula

Teléfono casero
Dirección de la calle (opcional
Nombre del niño #1/ grado/
profesor
Nombre del niño #2/ grado/
profesor
Nombre del niño #3/ grado/
profesor

Cantidad de miembros: $

Donación adicional (opcional): $

Cantidad Total: $

Por favor haga los cheques a nombre de WLES PTA

De Disponibilidad Voluntaria (compruebe por favor todo el que apliqúese)
 Antes de la escuela

 Durante escuela

 Después de escuela

 Tardes

¡De hogar conecte con nosotros!

http://waterslandingpta.com/

Waters Landing (WLES) PTA

@WatersLanding

mcps/search

You can also access all resources on the Waters Landing ES
Media Center Page.
1. Click on the DESTINY link. https://destiny.mcpsmd.org/
2. Click on the name of our school.
3. See the links on our homepage. Click on the link and
type in the password.

GERMANTOWN
12900 Middlebrook Road, Germantown, MD 20874

Phone: 240.777.6950

FALL
Advanced English Conversation
and Writing
For people who wish to practice speaking
more advanced English and practice writing
in a friendly setting. Come as often as you
like!
•
•
•
•

Thursdays, 6 pm – 8 pm
September 28 to November 16, 2017
Free, drop-in classes.
Open to ages 18 years and up.

2017
Pro Bono (Free) Legal Advice

Pro Bono (free) legal services to low income
county residents in civil cases.
• Must be Montgomery County resident.
• Consultations held every 2nd Tuesday of
each month.
• Intake starts at 6 pm.
• For information, call (301)424-7651/52/33.
By Montgomery County Bar Foundation

By Gilchrist Center

Citizenship Preparation
Study to become a U.S. Citizen! Must have been a permanent resident for at least
four years. Bring social security card and green card to the first class. Free.
Fall classes will begin on Tuesday nights in October.
Call (410) 986-3201 for additional information.
By Baltimore City Community College

Gilchrist Center will be
Labor Day: Aug. 28 - Sept. 4, 2017
Veterans Day: Nov. 11, 2017
Thanksgiving: Nov. 20 - 25, 2017
In case of bad weather, please call 240 777-4940

240.777.6950

By Baltimore City Community College
We can help
you in your language!
Ask us about…
Employment & Job Search — Computer Classes–
Healthcare – Free or Low Cost Legal Help–
Spanish Literacy and Classes– Tax Preparation,
Volunteer Opportunities and more!
FIND US ON
GilchristImmigrantResourceCenter

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/gilchrist
Updated: 8/23/2017

